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New York Radical Feminists History and Activities Overview*


New York Radical Feminists (NYRF) was co-founded primarily by Shulamith Firestone and Anne Koedt with the October 3, 1969 1 Stanton-Anthony Brigade. Firestone and Koedt's intention to start this new group also with Diane Crothers and the late Minda Bikman (as they did on December 4, 19691) was reported in the last paragraphs of Vivian Gornick’s November 27, 1969 Village Voice article, "The Next Great Moment in History Is Theirs"2. Central to NYRF's radical feminism philosophy is that men consciously through family and other institutions and in day to day interpersonal relations maintain a climate of domination and supremacy over women in order to strengthen their egos. An excerpt from Anne Koedt's "Politics of the Ego: A Manifesto for New York Radical Feminists" reads: 

· "As women we are living in a male power structure, and our roles become necessarily a function of men. The services we supply are those to the male ego. If ...we instead assert ourselves as primary to ourselves….our day to day lives are judged failures because we have not become 'real women'." 3
Women are then raised/conditioned/pressured to internalize their subordination/ego-diminishment in service of men’s egos and consciousness-raising is key to liberating women from this ingrained subordination. NYRF members thus organized — at one point through advertisements in the New York City Village Voice — the first 10-12 women consciousness-raising ("c-r") groups throughout NYC also to end women's isolation from and competitiveness with each other.

Scope of NYRF Activities

NYRF consciousness-raising groups came together for a monthly business meeting and consciousness-raising discussion meeting.  By the summer of 1970, NYRF members published the first of four editions of  “An Introduction to New York Radical Feminists” and consciousness-raising group guidelines and topics. (distributed through correspondence to an Old Chelsea Station post office box until 1989) and organized a speakers’ bureau, whose members were guests on radio talk shows as well as at schools and civic groups. Except for small percentages of fees from speakers’ bureau engagements and later $1-a-page payment for typing newsletter articles and conference tapes transcriptions (from typical newsletter detailed reports of bi-monthly steering committee meetings), all NYRF work was performed pro bono. 

The 6-8 page New York Radical Feminists Newsletter was started by members of Brigades/C-R groups 3, 7 and 9 (according to the masthead of that issue) in late 1970. It continued to be published monthly until July 1976 with its last issues August-October 1976, November/December 1976, January/February 1977 and May/June 1977. These last newsletters indicate the continuance of the Consciousness-Raising Group Organizing Collective, Bi-Monthly Steering Committee, and Speaker's Bureau until June 1977 and the continuance of the Monthly Sunday Consciousness-Raising Meeting until June 1976. The newsletters give the extent of participation in NYRF through the mid-1970s, including:

· 25 consciousness-raising groups in Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens, NY (the first issue in late 1970, a year after NYRFers began c-r group organizing) 

· 45 ticket sellers for the November 1971 Elgin Theater Film Festival with its Mae West film feature (December 1971 issue)

· 120 entertained by feminist performers at the May 5, 1972 Cabaret  (June 1972 issue) 

· At least 500 attendees at the May 19, 1974 Motherhood Conference (June 1974 issue) 

· At least 200 attendees at the August 25, 1974 Sexual Abuse Speakout and Conference co-sponsored with the National Black Feminist Organization (NBFO) (September 1974 issue) 

· 900 tickets sold to the November 7 and 8, 1975 performances of "Focus on Me, A Women's Journey" by Bobbi Ausubel (December 1975 issue) 

· 325 newsletter subscribers for the March 1976 issue. 

NYRF's Consciousness-Raising Speak-outs, Conferences and Other Events

Beginning with the January 24, 1971 Rape Speakout, NYRF organized speakouts, conferences and other events in Manhattan churches and schools. They focused upon consciousness-raising, interpersonal support and strategizing among women to remedy the sexual abuse of women and children and to examine and change women’s subordinated roles in patriarchal institutions.

Consciousness-raising about the sexual abuse of women and children as men's exertion of their dominance and control also to bolster their egos rather than love and even sexual desire started with the January 24, 1971, Rape Speakout. This was soon followed by the April 17, 1971, Rape Conference. Important content from these first public events that openly discussed rape and sexual abuse from a woman's perspective is recorded in Noreen Connell and Cassandra Wilson's 1974 New American Library Rape: The First Sourcebook for Women by New York Radical Feminists4 and Florence Rush’s 1980 Prentice Hall The Best Kept Secret: Sexual Abuse of Children. NYRF sexual abuse speakouts and conferences thereafter included the

· December 11 & 12, 1971 Women's Conference on Prostitution in coalition with The Feminists, New Women Lawyers, and Women's Rights Committee of the N.D.C.

· August 25 1974 Sexual Abuse Speakout and Conference with the National Black Feminist Organization (NBFO)

· January 25, 1976 Speakout on Child Molestation 

· May 16, 1976 Speakout about Sexual Harassment on the Job

NYRF conferences and other events organized to examine, challenge and redefine women's subordinate roles in patriarchal institutions perceived in their historical and current forms as designed to serve the male ego included the:

· February 3 & 4, 1973 Marriage Conference

· March 1973 production of Louise Thompson's play “Impressions of Loving” 

· October 19, 1973 Working Class Women's Speakout in coalition with Professional Household Workers 

· February 10, 1974 NYRF Video Show featuring Minda Bikman's Marriage Conference documentary Marriage: Women Speak Out 

· May 19, 1974 Motherhood Conference  

· June 15, 1975 Illegitimacy Speakout

· November 7 & 8, 1975 production of the Boston Caravan Theatre's “Focus on Me, A Women's Journey” by Bobbi Ausubel

· March 6 & 7, 1976 Work Conference. 

. 

NYRFer Political "Action" Contributions Within and Outside NYRF

Newsletters and other sources document that NYRFers moved beyond their c-r groups to participate in or spearhead sit-ins, marches and rallies of that period. They also joined or established other feminist political "action" (vis-a-vis consciousness-raising and theory development discussion) groups and institutions and engaged in media endeavors.

NYFers initiated or were among the initiators of the:

· March 18, 1970 11-hour sit-in of 100+ feminists at the Ladies Home Journal offices that provided funding for the 36 West 22nd Street Women's Liberation Center Loft 5
· Committees for the August 26, 1970 Women’s Strike for Equality New York City 5th Avenue March and Bryant Park Rally of 50,000+ participants and related events

· January 1, 1971, sit-in and take-over NYC East 5th Street abandoned women’s shelter that lead to the establishment of the 1972-1986 243 West 20th Street Women's Liberation Center that became the still operating Nontraditional Employment for Women (NEW) job training and placement center6
· September 14, 1971, sit-in and filibuster of Manhattan legislative hearing about prostitution7
· 1972 August 26 Women's Equality Day 5th Avenue March and Bryant Park Rally 

· 1980 August 26 Women's Equality Day 5th Avenue March and Bryant Park Rally (that featured former Congresswoman Bella Abzug as Grand Marshall) operating as an ad hoc group, Women ‘80, from the Women Against Pornography offices8. 

NYRFers were co-founding members of the Health and Abortion Project, Older Women's Liberation (OWL), 1974-1975 Feminist Community Coalition, Brooklyn-based National Congress of Neighborhood Women, Women Office Workers, New York Women's Anti-Rape Coalition, August 1975-March 1984 Ithaca- then New York-based Working Women's Institute, the first organization concerned with workplace sexual harassment, New York Women in Film and Television, and Street Harassment Workshop.

NYRFers established or maintained the:

· Mid-1970-mid-1972 Women's Liberation Center's West 22nd Street Loft

· May 1972-December 1977 344 West 11th Street Greenwich Village New York Mother Courage Restaurant

· Late 1974-1976 Waverly Place Women's Workspace Loft

· December 1974-July 1978 7th Avenue near Sheridan Square Women's Coffeehouse which housed  later NYRF meetings and speakouts as well as concerts, literary readings, and political discussions 

· February 1975-mid-1980’s 201 West 92nd Street Womanbooks bookstore

· March 1976-mid-1980's New York Feminist Federal Credit Union

· 1973-1980’s Pacifica WBAI radio consciousness-raising and feminist programming

· Herstory Films

· VideoWomen whose members participated in Women's Video Festivals 

· 1980-1997 Rosetta (Reitz) Records and Tapes of African-American women blues singers music

· New York City feminist newspaper Majority Report (not to be confused with the radio program of that name),


Further reading

· New York Radical Feminist Newsletters and Introductions, consciousness-raising group guidelines, conference materials and other documents archived at Duke University’s Rare Books and Manuscripts Library, Russell Sage College Troy, New York Helen Upton Center for Women's History, University of Connecticut at Storrs Babbidge Library Thomas Dodd Research Center Alternative Press Collection. The Duke University and Russell Sage College archives have transcripts of the Motherhood Conference Speakout. The Russell Sage College archive has materials from NYRF ancillary groups such as the 5th Street Women’s Building Group, Feminist Community Coalition, Womanbooks, Women’s Coffeehouse and Women ’80.

· NYRF Introductions, consciousness-raising group guidelines and conference documents archived under "radical feminism" at archive.org. 

· New York Radical Women, Notes from the First Year 1968, with essays by NYRF co-founders Firestone and Koedt available in its full version at: http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/wlm/notes/ 

· Firestone, Shulamith. The Dialectic of Sex: The Case for Feminist Revolution, William Morrow, 1970, Bantam Books 1979, Farrr, Straus, Giroux, 2003.

· Firestone, Shulamith, Ed. Koedt, Anne, Associate Ed. Notes from the Second Year: Women's Liberation. Major Writings of the Radical Feminists New York: 1970

· Koedt, Anne, Levine, Ellen, and Rapone, Anita Eds. Radical Feminism. New York: Quadrangle/New York Times Book Company, 1973. (includes the full version of Ms. Koedt's "Politics of the Ego: A Manifesto for New York Radical Feminists", fifteen suburban women's introduction of "Westchester Radical Feminists", and other essays by radical feminists) 

· Love, Barbara J. and. Cott, Nancy F. Feminists Who Changed America, 1963–1975. University of Illinois Press, September 2006 

Lynne Shapiro was a member of New York Radical Feminists between February 1971-1977 serving as newsletter contributor, editor and subscriptions person, conference and “Focus on Me” production organizer and editor of the last 1976 edition of “Introduction to New York Radical Feminists.” Since 2001, she has archived New York Radical Feminists Newsletters and Introductions and other NYRF and related organization documents at the above-mentioned colleges and universities and at archive.org under “radical feminism”. 

This article is based upon material available at one or all of the above-mentioned archives, in books and periodicals available at public or university libraries, or in news articles retrieved from online editions of the New York Times. It is meant only to provide a very basic overview-listing platform of major NYRF activities and resources--based such reviews of NYRF and related organization documents--from which other research and analysis may be undertaken.  

*This article is copyright of Lynne Shapiro and may not be distributed in college/university course packs or reprinted in any print or electronic media without payment to her as arranged through an e-mail to ldshapiro@sbcglobal.net.
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