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it is for the Chileans and the Indians that they're not oppressed, or the Ceylonese! 
�/�I�~�~�g�h�t�e�r�/� So that's not a responsive thing. 

�/�H�e�r�e�~� Robertson �~�s� himself up �i�n�d�i�g�n�a�n�t�l�y�~� and stares �d�~�r�e�c�t�t�v� at �D�a�h�l�~� 
in an apparent attempt to be intimidating.:.! See, I don't know, look, I'm looking 
at you now! I don't know what you're about. I WAS TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHAT 
YOU'RE PEDDLING HERE. YOU'RE NOT EVEN BLACK! ( I COULD UNDERSTAND· IT THEN.) So 
you get up and say all this stuff. You talk about the canadians. (We're putting 
down all the non-whites like the Canadians.) So, I got a drift from that. I waa 
putting down nationalism, canadian nationalism, Anglo-nationalism. /Robezttson 
fails to note that he did not have a ha:r>sh 'lJord in his talk for us nat1.onal-chau­
vinism--only a paean of praise to US"Trotskyism' s" national tradition. 7 

He's misguided, of course ••• I couldn't figure out what the devil you -really 
were about except that I'm led to believe that you equate the claims of nationalists 
with their oppression. And if that is the case, I urge you sometime to study the 
mutual genocide between the Turks and the Armenians and try to figure out,if you 
really absorb that history, which national people is right. 

The �T�U�r�k�i�s�h�/�A�~�e�n�i�a�n� conflict is the favorite historical exampZe raised by 
SLers to support their anti-Leninist theory that "all nationalism is equally 
�r�e�a�a�t�i�o�n�a�r�y�"�~� their support of Israeli and Afrikaner "right" to self-determination, 
and their refUsal to militarily support the Palestinian resistance and Lebanese 
left in Lebanon. 

And our position is that we don't think any of them should be killed. We 
believe that Turkish and Armenian workers, or on cyprus correspondingly, constitute 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. AND I THINK THAT WHILE YOU RAISE THE BANNER 
OF THE BROWN-SKINNED PEOPLE, I SUSPECT THAT WHAT I S BEHIND THIS WAS SOME KIND OF 
MORALISTIC CAPITULATION TO NATIONALISM WHICH GENERALLY IS A COVER FOR GENOCIDE. AS 
THE OPPRESSED GERMANS /sio/, LOSERS IN A GREAT WORLD WAR, OPPRESSED. 

Robertson thus identifies Germany as an oppressed nation follO'lJing World War I. 
SeveraZ speakers �l�a�t�e�r�~� the chair calls on a man 'lJho did not identify himself by 
name or organizational affiliation. 

SPEAKER FROM FLOOR (unidentified): It seems to me that one of the hallmarks of your 
tendency is its antagonism to nationalism as an ideology and 

indeed to many nationalist movements. And yet, what stands out in sharp contrast 
with that general position is your support for Israeli self-determination or, as 
you call it, "the Hebrew-speaking nation". I'd like to ask you to try to reconcile 
those two positions. And to add on to that the question: DO YOU SUPPORT THE RIGHT 
OF SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE BOERS IN SmiTH AFRICA? /laughter and e lapping from 
audience/ -

�R�o�b�e�r�t�s�o�n�~� in responding to this speaker, establishes the SL pattern for the 
night of demagogically linking defense of oppressed nationalities 'lJith the advoca­
tion of genooide against the oppressor nationality. This unprincipled mode of 
argument is �b�a�s�e�d�~� in �t�u�r�n�~� on oonfUsing the right Of self-deteP.mination--the right 
to a nation state--with the right to a national existence. 

ROBERTSON: YES, OF COURSE, WE 001 /more laughter/ THERE'S ABOUT THREE MILLION OF 
THEM. AND II LL TELL YOU A THING, BY-THE WAY: IF YOU SAY THE BOERS 

HAVE NO RIGHT TO EXIST--THEY HAVE A MODERN INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY AND A WEAPONS ESTAB­
Ll'SHMEN'I'--IF THEY HAVE NO RIGHT TO EXIST, THEN THEY HAVE NO MORAL LIMITS TO FOLLOW, 
DO THEY? TO KILL EVERY BLACK AFRICAN (WHICH THEY CAN DO IN ABOUT THREE DAYS IF 
THEY WANT TO), TO DEFEND THEIR OWN ExISTENCE, JUST LIKE ALL PEOPLE? 

PREVIOUS SPEAKER: /oaLling out from the floor/ Do you defend their morality? 
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ROBERTSON: Defend the morality? The morality is the morality of nationalism! Yes, 
th~ Boers are /like?/ the Biharis. They have no right to exist either, 

right? They were Moslems in the Hindu province of Bihar. They fled to Bangladesh 
where they fell into the hands of the West Pakistanis as their tools. There's a 
million or two of them. There's a theory--it's a Stalinist theory--that all the 
peoples on the earth are to be divided (with jumps from time to time--you see, the 
Jews used to be progressive, now they're reactionary), that all the peoples are 
either progressive or reactionary. If you are progressive, not only do you have the 
right to exist, you have the right to do anything to your oppressors, but if you 
are a reactionary people, you have no right to exist and I have the right to kill 
you. Now, odely enough, the peoples on the earth--the Irish, the Biharis, the Turks, 
the~enians, the Jews in Israel, the Palestinians--they all want to exist. /Zaugh­
ter/ And I think maybe you ought to start with that, as a statement that maybe 
capitalism is rotten ripe for a social transformation, not for a genocide which re­
does the map of Europe and the world, so that you only have some peoples. 

Now Engels wrote in the Peasant Wars that human progress has been achieved 
literally only at the expense, by marching over a mountain of human skulls. And 
that's the way it's been done. /Robertso~ in deleted remark~cites the Carib Ind­
ians' conque'l'ing of the Caribbean islands./ Are we to say that they /the Carib 
Indians7'are more progressive because they-were able to do it? Are the Biharis-­
who've-been squeezed out (cannot go to India, cannot go to West Pakistan and can­
not stay in Bangladesh) simply to be destroyed? Because Third World progressivites 
/sic/ say, "Oh, of course, because the Biharis made common cause with the oppres­
sors of West Pakistan." 

It's all wrongl The methodology of the horse race of the peoples. The Germans 
are good or bad; the Armenians; and Cy'prus--who's good or bad? Used to be the Turks 
were good because they were being oppressed by the Greeks. Then the Turkish army 
arrived--now the Greeks are good. It's, you know, a scoreboard of who you get to 
kill because of their culture, their ethnic origi~ We reject that; you're absol­
utely right. 

AND THERE'S SEVERAL l-lILLIOH BOERS IN SOUTH AFRICA. THEY HAVE NO RIGHT TO EX­
PLOIT AND OPPRESS THE BLACKS. THEY HlWE A RIGHT TO LIVE. YOU THINK THEY HAVE NO 
RIGHT TO LIVE? WELL, THEN, GO TRY AND KILL THEMI /Laughter and Zoud applause./ 

Not content with Robertson's disto'l'tions and baiting~ an SL supporte'l' proceeds 
to go him one better. 

SL SUPPORTER: I'm not a member of the Spartacist League, but I identify with fits 
poZitics/. I want to reply to the do~~right demagogy of the LRP­

people, their members-and supporters. IF YOU THINK THAT COMRADE ROBERTSON USED ALL 
KINDS OF RACIST INNUENDOES, I HAVE A roOK I THINK YOU OUGHT TO READ. IT'S WRITTEN 
BY KARL MARX ,CtllLEP THE JEWISH QUESTION. DO YOU KNOW WHAT MARX CALLED THE JEWISH 
QUESTION? HE SAYS," YOU KNOW WHAT THE JEWS WORSHIP? THE GOLDEN CALF." HOW DO YOU 
LIKE THAT FOR R~CISM? HOW DO YOU LIKE THAT FOR ANTI-SEMITISM? IF YOU THINK ROBERT­
SON'S A RACIST, WHAT DO YOU THINK }~ WAS? 

Here the 5[ supporter p'l'oduces an astonishing maxim--one which neithe'l' Robert­
son nor any other SL speaker chose to disavow. 

IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE CRITICISMS OF NATIONALITIES AND NOT TO BE RACIST! GET 
THAT THROUGH YOUR HEADS AND WRAP YOUR MINDS AROUND THAT AND STOP USING THIS AS 
DEMAGOGY. And as to the question of the comrade from, I believe from the LRP, who 
asked about: "vIell, how can the Israelis have self-dete::rmination? They're the op­
pressor." well, okay, I'll buy that position--but on one condition, that you ex­
p~ain to me how Lenin must have been a great national chauvinist, a Great Russian 
national chauvinist. You know why? Because if you read the first Soviet constitu­
tion (the Lenin-Trotsky constitution right?--the good healthy, socialist, commun­
ist constitution), you'll find that all the major nationalities that have statea 



37 

in the Soviet Union were entitled to self-determination, all--no exception was made 
for the Great Russian nationality. Now, how did Lenin (this lunatic, right?) sup­
port sel~determination for the Great Russian nationality, right? That's what the 
question comes down to. And if you think the Israelis were oppressors, what do you 
think of the Great Russian nationality? Were they the oppressors? Wasn't czarist 
Russia the jailhouse of nations? So if you want to pick petty picayune points, you 
have to go all the way back to the source and find the roots for any complete un­
derstanding of what the national question is all about. That's the problem with 
this kind of logic. 

See, you have what I described a couple of weeks ago as the punishment/reward 
theory of Permanent Revolution. If you're good, you get self-deterntination; if 
you're bad, you get punishment. Okay do you support self-determination for the 
Ukraine? I assume you do, ri~1t?; they're oppressed. But the Ukraine has always 
been the hotbed of pogroms against the Jews. So what do you do with the Ukrainians? 
Cut them in half? /Laughter/ ••. It's true. How do you think the Arabs got to the 
Middle East? They conquered· it with the Islamic empire, right? From the seventh 
century on, they conquered the people there. SO EVERYBODY'S BEEN AN OPPRESSOR AND 
EVERYBODY'S BEEN OPPRESSED. AND THEREFORE WHAT EXACTLY? THEREFORE, NOTHING 1 There's 
no conclusions you possibly draw from something like this~ It's not a Trotskyist 
approach. 

AND, BY THE WAY, IF YOUR POSITION ISN·T THAT Th~ ISRAELIS--THAT IS THE WORKING 
CLASS OF ISRAEL, WHICH IS WHAT YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS--IF THE 
HEBREW-SPEAKING POPULATION OF .ISRAEL IS NOT ENTITLED TO SELF-DETERMINATION, THEN 
vlliAT ARE YOU FOR--DRIVING THEM INTO THE SEA? MAKING THEM AN OPPRESSED NATIONALITY 
AND AT THAT POINT CALLING FOR SELF-DETERMINATION? DO YOU STILL HAVE TO WAIT? DO YOU 
TELL THE ISRAELI WORKING CLASS: "MAKE A SOCIALIST REVOLUTION, PEOPLE, SO YOU CAN 
GIVE UP SELF-DETERMINATION AND BE A MINORITY IN A GREAT SOCIALIST STATE." IS THIS 
THE LOGIC? Is that what it comes down to? 

And that shows that, basically, you're doing nothing but tailing after the 
aspirations of petty bourgeois nationalist movements. And that's what all this 
sharp-shooting and potshot business is with calling us racist because we support 
self-determination. Fine I If you don't support self-determination for the Israelis, 
then explain to me how Lenin was wrong, explain to me what you're going to do with ••• 
the various segments of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Re-Balkanize the Balkans? Is 
that what's going to happen? So, you have no answer in the final analysis. 

Robertson~ following several other speakers~ whose remarks are deleted here~ 
re~~ to the subject of nationalism. He does not (nor did any other SL speaker) 
distinguish the SL position from the one given by his organization's supporter 
(above). He does not counter the speaker's sarcastic remarks on posing the alter­
i1.(,-tive of socialism to Zionism in Israel with the assertion that socialist revoZu­
t1'on is the only way forward in the Middle East. He does not make the necessary 
distinction between demands for self-determination under a bourgeois and under a 
workers' state. Rather~ he becomes hysterical in the face of mounting criticism 
from his audience~ while pZaying on the more backward sentiments of his own member­
ship. 

ROBERTSON: You know comrades, there's something very bad about liberal America. 
IT DOES NOT WANT TO CALL, IF YOU'LL PARDON THE, UH, (NO OFFENSE IN­

TENDED) A SPADE A SPADE. /Screamina/ DO YOU KNOW ABOUT ANTI-SEMITISM AMONG BLAl."'KS? 
DO YOU KNOW (HERE'S A THING THAT MAY SURPRISE YOU GUYS; I' M NOT SO SURE ABOUT IT I 
THOUGH) DO YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE A CONSIDERABLE BLACK MEMBERSHIP AND /Screaming 
louder/ SOME OF THEM THINK THAT IT·S ALL RIGHT TO KILL JEWISH SHOPKEEPERS! YES! 
THEY·RE BLACK, RIGHT? AND IT CORRESPONDS TO THEIR EXPERIENCE. /Inaudible remark 
from audience./ YES, OF COURSE, THEY'RE MARXISTS, AND THEY BELIEVE IT'S ALL RIGHT 
TO KILL JE'wISH SHOPKEEPERS! /Further inaudible remarks./ NOW SHU~ UP A MINUTE! 

/To distinguish himself. apparentZy from "liberals" Robertson makes a pitiabZe 
attempt at talking "tough. "/ 
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No, that's a problem, baby, that you don't experience, you vicariQus closet 
black nationalists. /Laughter./ Now let's talk about truth in America. /Voice 
rising/ THIS IS A RACIST COUNTRY. THE PEOPLES HATE EACH OTHER AND BELIEVE THEY 
SHOULD KILL EACH OTHER. DON'T YOU UNDERSTAND THAT? /Inaudible remark from audience/ 
Shut upl Don't you understand? You don't like it. I know you people; I've met 
you in the lfnaudibZe. Communist Party?/ 

You know what racial oppression is? Si.dney Poitier, a neuro-brain surgeon, 
wants 'to move in next door and buy ar. $80,000 house and they. won't let him. That's 
the liberal Stalinist idea of oppression in this country. 

WE HAVE A RACIST COUNTRY, BABY I DO YOU KNOW vrnAT THE BLACK GHETTO /Unc lear 
liJora./ DID IN THE BURNINGS IN THE LATE 60' S1 YEAH. Remeniber. the stores that just 
said, n Soul brother, don't burn it down"? WHO IS GOING INTO THE BLACK GHETTOS, BUT 
A POOR JEW MARKING UP 20% MORE BECAUSE HE'S BEING RIPPED OFF BY ALL THE BLACK KIDS? 
AND HE GETS BURNED DOWN, AND IN WASHINGTON, NEWARK, AND A WHOLE BUNCH OF OTHER 
PLACES, HE'S BEEN BURNED DOWN AND NEVER O\ME BACK, AND YOU DON' '1' LIKE IT: YOU CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND THAT. YOU' BE JUST LIKE THE GOD-DAMNED BOURGEOIS NEWSPAPERS WHO WON'T 
GIVE THE RACE IN CRIMINAL REPORTS! 

/Robertson's agitation diminishe!/ This is a racist country. You've got to 
speak the truth about what it I s like in this country. The blacks and whites don't 
trust each other, don't like each other. The vanguard that refuses to face this 
can never have !Inauilible/ inter-racial Lenisist vanguard. /aZmost wispering!.7 
And now I see what you've been up to. You call us "petty bourgeois" in your del­
icate little closets. 

~L'ers express their appreciation of this demagogic tour-de-force with a 
burst of loud and sustained applause._ 

Comrade Jefl<a Of CTC attacks Robertson's dismissal Of Vietnam and of the 
liJorke1!s' states in general. in an anaZysis Of the "liJorld" situation, the st 
concept Of an international, the racist caricatures of u.s. blacks and Europe;rn 
gastarbeite~s, the SL's confUsion of the questions of seZf-determination under a 
bourgeois and under a liJorkers' state. Some of the points that Comrade Je{ka. fJOUZa 
have raised had time permitted (Note the disparity betliJeen the time alloliJed our 
speaker here and the time aZZOliJed the SL supporter quoted earlier) on the SL's 
over-estimation Of Cannon as a revolutionary leader--and their corresponding fail­
ure to move beyond his e~ors--are raised in the teaflet reproduced inAppendi~ E. 

MYRON JEFKA (Communist Cadre): First of all, in the beginning you wrote off the 
whole conjunctural approach--the whole approach of understanding what's going on 
in the world and on that basis organizing for the future development of the econ­
omic crisis. You wrote off objective conditions. You said, "We're objectivists; 
you're subjectivists"--and you r whole approach is totally subjectivist. 

Now, on your attitude towards an international. If we thought that what you're 
talking about is just building an international tendency (you know there are 
three to four hundred international tendencies)--big deall We're talking about, 
this paper lour Zeaf1et/ is written about a real international, not an apparatnik, 
substitutionalist international, a phony one that you can buy with money as long 
as you have money and a few collaborators in a few countries. That's not the in­
ternational that ~rotsky was trying to build. That's a disgrace to call something 
like that a Fourth International; that's an internatiQnal debating societyl 

Now, on this question of self-determination. In that program (where Lenin 
was for the self-determination of the Great Russians): It was /written/ after 
the Octoeer Revolution! It was that the Great Russian peop~e under the Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat /shouZd have self-determination/. ~nd, of course, under the Dic­
tatorship of the Proletariat in South Africa, we would be for the self-determina­
tion of the Boers; and, under the Dictatorship of the Proletariat in Israel we 



would be for the self-determination of the Hebrews. But under capitalism, we're 
not for the self-determination of the Maronite Christians who are slaughtering 
the Palestiniansl That's the differellce! If there was a socialist revolution in 
Leb~~on, then they could have their self-determination. And that's the big differ­
ence. 

Now you talk about racism. (First of all, when you talked about the conjunc~ 
ture, you didn't even talk about the workers' states. So you don't have the 
Shactmanite line in words, but in deeds you have it. You didn't even mention the 
workers' states.) You slipped aside Indochina, saying there were no people in 
Thailand. You said there were 150 million people in Java. Well, there's 120 million 
people in all of Indonesia, maybe 40 million in Java, 40 million in Thailand 
and there are just that many in the workers' states in Indochina. And you didn't 
even mention them! You didn't even talk about how the Indochinese Revolution has 
changed the conjuncture, what effect it has had on the world ••• 

You talk about the gastilrbeiters t you lump them together. It's like Sam Marcy, 
Sam Marcy says that black people aren't capable of anything better than 
Third Worldism, so we have to propitiate that; you say, "Gasta.rbeiters--well, 
they can1t be anything bette:r:- than pop-frontists." And then, you don't even dig­
nify the black people in this country--vlhom you compare to g.astarbeiters; at least 
you recognize the gastarheiters as workers. The black people? Oh, not They're 
blacks--all they can do is burn do~m ghettoes. Why don't you talk about the fact 
that there's a working class--it's a multi-national working class. Don't stigmatize 
the blacks and set them off from the rest of the working class. All you do is 
stereotype and lump together. 

Now your glorification of the SWP tradition really shows where ~ou're at. 
Youtre "the real Cannonitesl"; the SWP has "betrayed Cannonism." /Loud apptause/ 
Well, Trotsky was stuck with Cannon; he couldn't do anything about him; he had-to 
go along with him. Cannon didn't ~o along with Trotsky in supporting Browder in 
the 1940 presidential ca..'Upaign. /aut off by ahair/ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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